 (
July 28, 2017
Senator Chuck Schumer
United States Senate
130 South Elmwood Avenue #660
Buffalo, NY  14202
Dear Senator Schumer:
I
’m writing you to
day in my capacity as President of the Buffalo Building Owners and Managers Association 
( Buffalo
 BOMA).  We are a federated chapter of BOMA International, a worldwide business association designed to promote and represent the interests of commercial office building ownership and management. Our local chapter represents a diverse community of developers, property owners, building managers, and vendors to the commercial office building industry in the Western New York area.
I write 
to express our strong support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) ENERGY STAR program.  Established in 1992 under the George H.W. Bush Administration, ENERGY STAR is a voluntary program that is used by more than 500,000 commercial buildings—representing more than 40 billion square feet of commercial space—to track and improve a building’s energy and water use and waste generation. The program and its related tool, Portfolio Manager, 
is
 ingrained in today’s real estate business models and operational practices.
In 2015 alone, U.S. businesses cumulatively saved $3.4 billion on utility bills 
benchmarking 
through the ENERGY STAR program
 and following through with building energy reduction strategies.
 American
 families and businesses have saved more than $430 billion dollars in utility bills since the program’s start.
While ENERGY STAR typically receives widespread bipartisan support, President Trump has proposed eliminating the program in the FY18 budget. I respectfully offer that the elimination of ENERGY STAR is short-sighted and would potentially cause widespread disruption to the commercial real estate industry. More than 40% of the industry currently uses ENERGY STAR and there is simply no private market replacement.
As Congress moves forward with the appropriations process for FY18, I ask that you fight to ensure that ENERGY STAR is fully funded.
Respectfully,
Paul Muck
President
The Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) International is a federation of 90 BOMA U.S. Associations and 18 International affiliates. Founded in 1907, BOMA represents the owners and managers of all commercial property types supporting 1.7 million jobs and contributing $234.9 billion to the U.S. GDP.
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